
On Wednesday 19th November 2008, the 

Academy had their first Personal, Action 

Planning (PAP) Day. This is a day where all 

year groups take the day off from their 

usual curriculum and take part in activities 

to broaden their knowledge. Year 7 took 

participated in an Enterprise Challenge, 

which involved a networking activity, team 

building exercises and an Olympic souve-

nir business planning session.  

Year 8 were asked to ômake your mark in 

a project called professionals in the class-

room, giving the students the opportunity 

to learn about the world of work 

from a real-life perspective. Year 9 stu-

dents spent time with the school nurse, 

Shirley Blenham, discussing important is-

sues surrounding sexual health and per-

sonal hygiene. In Year 10, students also 

discussed issues around teamwork, leader-

ship, and knife crime. Year 11õs had the 

chance to visit centres of Higher Education 

to experience what it is like to attend HE. 

It was a very successful day; students and 

staff had many positive comments to say, 

please read on for more information. 

Message from the Principal  

Welcome to our November newsletter.  The 

Academy is aiming to go for monthly updates.  

You will be surprise to see therefore, how much 

has been achieved in the last month.   Again, we 

have tried to capture the ôstudent voiceõ and will 

note that many of the articles have been written 

by the students themselves. 

It would be good, as we establish the newsletter 

as one of our regular means of communication if 

we could also have some parental input.  Do 

you have any questions that you would like to 

ask us??  Please feel free to forward these to the 

Academy, via the Reception. 

We are very pleased with how the first term is 

going and we thank you for you for your sup-

port, particularly with matters such as uniform.  

Please remember that students will be asked to 

go home to change if they arrive out of uniform.  

This said, the vast majority of students have 

heard this message loud and clear! 
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I love it when a plan comes together.  

Donõt you?! 

The Global Environment Team could not 

have been happier with the turn out on 

Thursday night for the Year 11 parentõs event. Over 60 parents and 

their child turned up to the ôSteps to Successõ evening to receive in-

formation on how they could help their child achieve success with 

their GCSEõs. The evening was motivational and inspirational.  There 

was plenty of information given to parents, including information 

about College Open days,  how and when to fill in application forms, 

deadlines for coursework, after Academy revision and catch-up 

classes, as well as GCSE mock and final exam dates. Parents and their 

child worked together in the Family learning session. 

There was an informative presentation by Ms Brooker on 

ôAttendance linked to possible earningsõ, as well as a presentation by 

Ms Quacoe on ôPractical ways to help your child with their GCSEõsõ. 

The final part of the evening saw ôThe Investigatorõ, Andrew Moham-

med, entertain, inform and motivate both parents and students with a 

humorous presentation on preparation and focus for exams. 

The 1st prize for the raffle at the end of the night was won by Yas-

meen Ismail,  It rounded off a very worthwhile and valuable evening. 

Events for your diary: 

Year 8 HPV immunisations: Thursday 4th December 2008 

Year 11 Mock exams begin: Friday 5th December 2008 

Year 10 Parents Evening: Wednesday 10th December 2008 

Achievement Assemblies: Monday 15th - Friday 19th December 2008 

Staff INSET Day (no students on-site): Monday 5th January 2009 

Students return:  Tuesday 6th January 2009 

Year 8 immunisations: Tuesday 6th January 2009 

Opening of the Sports Hall: Monday 12th January 2009 

Year 11 ôSteps to Successõ 

Evening 



Year 7 Progress Evening which took place on 12th November was a great 
success, with an excellent turn-out. If you were 
unable to attend and would like some feedback 

then please contact the Academy and leave a 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘǳǘƻǊΦ 

   

and partnership skills 

and encouraged 

teamwork, which was 

fun and educational.  

Plenty of photos 

were taken during 

the course of the day. 

There is a display of 

the pictures and the 

project in the Maths 

Learning Community 

(4 th  floor). All are 

welcome to come 

and have a look.  

This term, due to the 

consultations taking 

place across the 

Academy, Year 7õs 

timetable was 

suspended. In its 

place was an 

ôActivities Dayõ.  

Each tutor group 

took part in ac-

tivities which pro-

moted leadership 
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Maths & Financial Literacy 
Learning Community  

Message from the Student Achievement Leader - Ben Youard  

 

Iõd like to thank the parents, teachers and tutors of Yr7 who made the Progress Evening 

such a success. The students have made a fantastic start to their time at the Academy and 

this was reflected in the positive conversations we held with the parents/carers ð well 

done. 

Other recent events for Yr7 include: Shakespeare Day (see photo), Enterprise Project 

which is part of national campaign to ômake your markõ ð We will uncover the next Alan 

Sugar at COLA-I! Student participation in Anti-Bullying week. 

Yr 7 continues to have the best attendance in the Academy and this is even improving! 

I hope you all have a fantastic festive period and keep up the good work. 

Maths puzzle 

 

 

Year 7 Progress Evening  

The Academy had a visit from the Young 

Shakespeare company.  This involved drama 

workshops and the chance for students to 

participate in a performance of Henry 5th ð

this included a lively re-enactment of the Bat-

tle of Agincourt which the students thor-

oughly enjoyed. 

Shakespeare Day 
Cross curricular  

Numeracy 

Several exciting nu-

meracy-based projects 

will soon be running in 

subjects ranging from 

History to Art. 

One day a week, tutor 

periods will soon be 

filled with fun numeracy 

puzzles and challenges. 

Numeracy posters and 

displays will soon be 

seen around the Acad-

emy so keep your eyes 

open! 

AVP: Ms Rachel Anderson  



Over the half term break, 
specially selected Media 
Studies students were in-
vited to watch the filming 
of the hit American crime 
ǎƘƻǿ ά[ŀǿ ŀƴŘ hǊŘŜǊέΣ ƻƴ 
location at the Royal Courts 
of Justice, on the Strand. 
The three lucky students 
were Amy Salter - 11D, Al-
lora Byfield - 11O and Maria 
Mouragian - 11N. Although 
a 7am start on a Sunday 
meant that sadly no one 

remembered to bring a 
ŎŀƳŜǊŀΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
said about the day: 

 ά²Ŝ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǾŜǊȅ 
interesting because it 
really helped us see what 
this type of career can 
involve. While watching 
the filming we discovered 
how repetitive and pains-
taking the process can be; 
the slightest problem can 
make a difference and 

result in a take 
needing to be re-
filmed. The people 

working on the set were very 
kind and 
helpful and 
politely put 
up with the 
hundreds of 
q u e s t i o n s 
ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΦέ !Ƴȅ {ŀƭǘŜǊ - 
11D. 

This sort of hands-on experi-
ence is invaluable for Media 
students and I am very grate-
ful to film London for provid-
ing the opportunity for the 
students to attend. 

Communication and Languages 
Learning Community  

Marie -Christine Munos 

Visits the Academy  

Hello,  

My name is Marie -

Christine Munos and I 

had pleasure in meet-

ing some of you at 

COLA I. Iôm a business 

teacher from Charles MONGRAND Voca-

tional College in Port -de-Bouc, a small 

resort near Marseille, in the South of 

France.  

For the past 10 years, weôve developed 

a partnership with Ms Palmer and Ms 

Callender previous school. Our views on 

the benefits of work placement visits 

and exchanges of experiences have al-

ways been similar. So when we heard 

that they were facing a new challenge 

at COLA I, weôve decided we would not 

let them go without us.  

We have agreed to develop a new part-

nership and welcomed Ms Davis in our 

sunny surroundings. We made plans for 

the visit of a group of Year 10 COLA I 

students in May 2009. Theyôll be tutored 

by the French students in school and 

during visits of the main sites in the re-

gion. Then theyôll complete a work ex-

perience in local companies. Theyôll be 

abroad for up to 10 days.  

On a reciprocal basis, the french stu-

dents of the European Section of Charles 

MONGRAND will come in June 2009 for 2 

weeks work placement and a week at 

the Academy.  

We all look forward to developing further 

exchanges of students, teachers and 

parents. If youôd 

like more infor-

m a t i o n  t h e n 

please contact Ms Davis at COLA I.  
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Message from the Student Achievement Leader - Ben Youard  

 

Iõd like to thank the parents, teachers and tutors of Yr7 who made the Progress Evening 

such a success. The students have made a fantastic start to their time at the Academy and 

this was reflected in the positive conversations we held with the parents/carers ð well 

done. 

Other recent events for Yr7 include: Shakespeare Day (see photo), Enterprise Project 

which is part of national campaign to ômake your markõ ð We will uncover the next Alan 

Sugar at COLA-I! Student participation in Anti-Bullying week. 

Yr 7 continues to have the best attendance in the Academy and this is even improving! 

I hope you all have a fantastic festive period and keep up the good work. 

Message from the Student 

Achievement Leader  - 

Emily Hanna  

Year 10 attendance continues to rise 

and a big thank you to all parents and 

carers who have been so supportive 

with this.   

 

On the Academic front, a large number 

of Year 10s have just completed GCSE 

Physics exams, something they should 

be incredibly proud of.  As well as this 

achievement, three Year 10s are also 

preparing for Maths AS Level and the 

rest of the year group have begun to 

submit their first pieces of coursework, 

which is of  a very high standard.   

 

The Young Enterprise and London 

Skills Projects are both underway for 

our budding entrepreneurs and we 

look forward to hearing from the new 

Managing Directors very soon.  Well 

done for your commitment!  Also, the 

GCSE language students continue to 

impress at Simmons and Simmons, 

practising their role-playing skills in 

French and Spanish.  Bravo! 

 

As you may already know, there will be 

a Year  10 Parentsõ Evening on 

Wednesday 10 th  December.   This 

will be a fantastic opportunity for par-

ents and carers to talk to subject teach-

ers about how our new GCSE students 

are progressing.  Letters and appoint-

ment cards will be circulated at the end 

of this month.  

CoLA-I students get involved with 

filming of hit TV show ôLaw and Orderõ 
Outside of the academic learning,  the 

Learning Community had a very success-

ful Personal Action Planning Day. Tasks 

covered included enterprise, teamwork, 

leadership, writing personal statements, 

ambitions and knife crime; a lot to cover 

in one day! Students engaged with all the 

activities and had fun whilst still taking 

away some 

important 

l e s s o n s 

which will 

help them 

succeed in 

the coming 

years. 

Tarrell Dyett, Harry White and 

Charles Opoku-Oduro from 10N take 

part in the teamwork task on PAP day. 

 

AVP: Mr Denis Dineen  


