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Academy Students Make Their Mark 

e-city Opens for Business 
No Business and Enterprise Academy would be complet e without its 
own student shop, and in December, e-city opened for business on the 
site of the former Student Reception. 

Year 7s were tasked to come up the design for the sign, and Nylda Amchaoui, 
Exhi Pali and Haynesley Augustin won the chance to work with designer 
Jonathan Weston to turn their ideas into reality. Look out for details of the 
official launch in our next issue, and well done Nydla, Exhi and Haynesley!  

Students are able to book the space before and after school and during break 
time to sell their products and services, or promote events. 

If you would to book the space for any enterprising activities, please contact 
Miss Jones in Room 309. 

 

On Wednesday 19 November, the 
City of London Academy Islington  
celebrated National Enterprise 
Week with every student taking part 
in an enterprise challenge through 
Make Your Mark – the national 
organisation that promotes 
enterprise. 

Year 8 worked for the day on an 
Olympic themed project to design a 
souvenir for the London 2012 Games, 
and then met a range of business 
professionals to learn about careers 
and the world of work. The rest of the 
school took part in a session entitled 
‘What Winds You Up?’ and were 
tasked to find enterprising solutions to 
every day problems.  

Winning ideas included a film to help 
adults understand young people 
better, and solutions to the growing 
issue of youth knife crime. 

Well done to everyone who 
participated during the day, and to 
those who won commendations for 
their work. 

Thanks also to the fantastic team of 
volunteers from our sponsor 
organisations, local businesses and 
the Academy who supported students 
and shared their work and life 
experiences. 

Welcome to the first ever issue of 
City Biz – a round up of the 
exciting work we have been doing 
across the new specialism of 
Business and Enterprise.  
 

Each term we will report on 
projects that are helping the whole 
Academy community to become 
enterprising in all aspects of their 
life, as well as features on careers 
and work-related learning, our 
partner organisations, and 
Academy volunteers  
and staff.  
 

We hope you enjoy City Biz and 
do let us know if there is anything 
you would like to see in                   
future issues. 

 
HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE: 
 
�  CHRISTMAS 08 TRADE FAIR 
 
� SABIRUL ISLAM VISITS COLA-I 
 
�  SKILLS LONDON @ EXCEL 
 
 
 

Celebrating the Academy’s Specialism in Business an d Enterprise  
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All the Fun of the Christmas Fair! 
The Year 10 Parent’s Evening on 
Wednesday 10 December played 
host to the first ever COLA-I 
Christmas Trade Fair, organised 
and run by a group of Year 11 
students in the Academy Foyer.  

Selling everything from hand-
made Christmas cards to 
customised T-shirts, eight 
student companies offered a 
range of products and services 
to parents, students and staff.  

The response from everyone 
was extremely positive, and a 
number of companies went on 
to trade the next day at break 
time and lunch.  

The Trade Fair was the first 
opportunity for students on the BTEC 
Preparing for Enterprise course to 
present their work to the Academy  

As part of the course students must 

set up and run their own businesses, 
and the event provided an ideal 
opportunity to them to develop their 
selling, marketing and organisation 
skills. As Moghies Hussein, of COLA 
Cookies said, “We enjoyed the 
experience of doing something 
different at school. We learnt to talk 
to customers and convince them to 
buy our products, and it was good 

working with other companies at the 
event.”  

Together the companies generated 
over £300 in income which will now 
be used to develop their businesses 
further – and pay for some of their 
hard work!  

 

Year 7 Go Global 
 

Since November, Year 7 
students have been taking part 
in an exciting enterprise 
programme exploring aspects 
of international trade. 
Delivered in partnership with 
Young Enterprise London and 
funded by Islington 14-19 
Partnership, ‘Our World – From Plant to Plate’ has 
given students the opportunity to learn about the 
way trade affects different countries.  

Games and activities have included the ‘International 
Trading Challenge’ where students took on the roles of 
different countries producing goods for sale to the UK, 
and ‘The Long Distance Meal’ where groups calculated 
the distances travelled by popular goods to the UK. The 
programme will culminate in a competition where  
teams will produce an industry fact file on a chosen 
country. The best team in each class will present their 
work to a panel of judges at a celebration event on 
Thursday 5 February. 

The activities have taken place during weekly 
Enterprise lessons which aim to develop skills and 
capabilities such as team work, creativity, problem 
solving and budgeting.  

Adeline Hau from 7I explains further: 

“These last few months, Year 7 have been looking at 
famous entrepreneurs and what skills and qualities you 
might need to be one.   

We have also been working with Young Enterprise who 
have organised activities involving trading, especially 
importing and exporting.   

Throughout the sessions we have enjoyed working with 
new people and learning lots of new words!”  

Year 11 entrepreneurs get in the festive 
spirit - and count their takings! 

Award Winning  
Entrepreneur Visits 
the Academy 
On Monday 15 December, Year 10 BTEC Enterprise 
and GCSE Business Studies students were given a 
masterclass in business by Sabiurl Islam - one of 
London’s leading young entrepreneurs.  

18 year old Sabirul started his own website company at 
the age of 14, before going on to write The World at Your 
Feet – a book encouraging young people to succeed in 
business,  and which has sold over 40,000 copies.  
Sabirul was recently awarded 
MOSAIC Entrepreneur of the Year, 
and counts Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown and Peter Jones of the 
Dragons Den amongst his 
supporters. He is also an 
ambassador for the Make Your Mark 
campaign and regularly gives talks 
at schools, colleges and high profile 
events. 

Students were impressed with Sabirul’s determination and 
drive. “Think big and make the most of contacts, they can 
help you in all sorts of ways,” he advised.  

The event was part of a series of Enterprise 
Masterclasses for Year 10 & 11 business and enterprise 
students. Topics have included ‘How to Become a Better 
Business Leader’ and  ‘Pitch Perfect Presentation Skills’, 
led by Karen Mangan, Enterprise and Community 
Development Co-ordinator. 

Question:  Which famous entrepreneur made his fortu ne 
from a rather clever vacuum cleaner?   Answer page 6 
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Year 10 Entrepreneurs 
Over the last three months, 15 Year 10 students hav e been running their own business 
called We-Brand after school as part of the Young E nterprise (YE) Company Programme 
Scheme.  Here, Zeynep Gunes, Marketing Director, ex plains their journey so far... 

“As new as our company may be, we have already successfully raised enough money from a 
sponsored silence and Christmas raffle to start our very own business - over £300!  Before 
becoming a member of our company, we all had to face an interview in which we discussed our leadership qualities 
and what we could bring to our company. Soon enough, after receiving a letter explaining we had become a 
member, our first meeting was planned. Although we were all motivated and had come up with new ideas, we had to 
raise £80 to pay for the insurance to get our company started. We each bought shares in our company and planned 
a sponsored silence. This worked very well and we made £342! We then came up with an idea for a special 
Christmas raffle with the prize of an X-Box 360 bought with our company money. This proved very popular and we 
announced the winners on the school tannoy system just before the end of term. 

We run company meetings on Tuesdays and 
Fridays. Ideas come from each member and 
everyone cooperates by voting to decide what is 
best for our company. This makes our company fair 
and the majority are happy. We have also all been 
given a role such as Managing Director, Secretary, 
Finance Director etc. In this way once a new idea is 
considered, each director will manage, research and 
take control, making it easier for the company as a 
whole.  

We have just opened our very own bank account 
and we are now planning to sell customised bags 
and hats. We will also be taking part in a trade fair in 
Spitalfields Market where we will sell to the general 
public.  A big thank you to everyone who has 
supported us so far!” 

                                 

                                                                                                             www.yelondon.com  

 

Trading with the  
Professionals 
BP Head Office in Canary Wharf was the venue for an  
action packed afternoon for a number of Year 10 
Business Studies students in December.  

Taking part in The Trading Game, students worked with 
BP volunteers to find out more about the global 
commodity market, develop their business skills and get 
a feel for what life is like in the City. 

The event was part of BP Schools Link Programme 
which students here have been participating in for a 
number of years. As Colleen Gleeson, Assistant 
Transition Manager said, “This trip gives students a real 
insight in to the world of work, as well as the opportunity 
to experience the pressure of trading live in stocks and 
shares. It was a very enjoyable 
trip  for all involved’. 

Further BP events are planned 
for later in the year, and the 
Academy will also benefit by 
receiving free science resources 
from the organisation to mark the 
40th Anniversary of their schools 
programme. 

 

You Can Bank on It! 
The autumn term saw the opening of the 
Academy’s first Enterprise Bank.  The bank is 
available for all Year 10 and 11 BTEC Enterprise 
students. 
You have probably seen the enterprise groups trading 
in school already and you may have wondered how 
they managed to buy their materials.  Well, they got a 
loan from the bank! It operates just like a real bank, 
allowing students to make withdrawals, obtain loans 
and pay in profits.  The bank is open to the Finance 
Managers from each group to make weekly 
transactions every Tuesday 1:30pm – 2pm in The 
Hub. Please see Miss Jones for more details. 
 
COLA-I will also be opening a Student Bank in March 
where students will be able to open their own bank 
accounts. It will be run by Year 9 & 10 students, and 
will open for Year 7s to begin with.  
Keep an eye out around the Academy for more 
information. 

Did you know...Numismatics is the scientific study 
of money and it’s history. In China in 1200 B.C. 

cowry shells became the first type of money used.  

Company members Jean, 
Alisha, Shanaz and Berivan 

promote their  
Xmas raffle prizes 
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Teachers were treated to five star 
service on Monday 15 December by 
Skillsforce students who put on a 
special coffee morning for them.   

Offering a range of snacks and hot 
drinks, the session was a great 
opportunity for students to present the 
work they have been doing as part of 
their ASDAN Certificate of Personal 
Effectiveness. 

As Jack Taylor, Year 10 Skillsforce  
student explained, “This is a coffee 
morning for teachers to give something 
back.  We are pleased with the way it 
is going and have learnt how to work 
better with people and socialise with 
teachers.” 

Everyone was impressed with the 
students’ work, and the enthusiasm 

and skill with which they managed the 
event. Ms Hannah, Year 10 Student 
Achievement Leader,  was especially 
pleased. “It was a really lovely way to 
end the term, and several members of 
staff commented afterwards on how 
successful and positive the event was. 
Well done everyone” 
 

Skillsforce is an alternative, 
personalised  programme of learning 
for Year 10 students. The provision 
includes participation in a variety of 
courses (such as ASDAN)  and 
attendance at college one day a week. 

 

School 
in a Box 
Year 10 students have 
been working with 
Learning Mentor Alan 
Parker to raise money 
to buy a UNICEF  
'School-in-a-Box' and 
help the charity set up a temporary school for at l east 
80 children during times of emergency.   

Since the mid-1990s, UNICEF has delivered the School-in-
a-Box to emergency situations all over the world, providing 
the chance for children to continue their education during 
the most extreme crises. Each kit contains basic school 
supplies. The Academy has also donated a box, ensuring 
that two of these kits will be made available. Well done to 
those students who helped raise money towards this vital 
resource! 

 
Inside Business 
What’s it like to run a student business? 

Jakub Kalarus from 10N  gives an overview of 
activities on the BTEC Preparing for Enterprise 
course... 

“So far in Business and Enterprise we have learnt 
about what an entrepreneur is and how to set up 
you own business.  Now we are planning to set up 
our own companies.  

In our class there are three groups.  Each one is 
providing a different kind of product or service. My 
group is called ‘School Services’.   We aim to provide a 
service for the whole school to save them time in their 
day. Services can range from lunch collecting to 
photocopying.   

After we finish our planning we will actually open up 
our own companies and earn money in the school. My 
favourite part of the subject is the chance to earn real 
money and learning how to set up a real business.” 

CITY  ������������ ���� Crossword 
Across 
3.   Wharf - London's financial district in the 

Docklands 
4. The opposite of 'export' 
6. Businesses use this to tell customers about their 

products 
7. This manager looks after the money 
8. Magazine and social enterprise founded in 1991 to 

help the homeless 
Down 
1. Hip hop artist and businessman who founded Roc-A-

Fella Records and the Rocawear clothing label 
2. The popular term used to describe the  economic 

crisis 
3. In business, this person is always right! 
5. The place where people keep their money 
6. The first name of this entrepreneur who is always 

looking for an Apprentice  
Answers on page 6 

1

2 3

4 5

6

7

8

EclipseCrossword.com

Skillsforce 
Students’ 
Coffee Morning 
Success 
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Students 
Excel at ExCel 
A group of Year 10 and 11 
students had the chance to learn 
about a wide range of jobs and 
occupations at  Skills London 
2009 at ExCel Exhibition Centre in 
November - the biggest careers 
event for young people in the UK.  

The event attracted over 54,000 
people, and offered a great range of 
activities including the chance to 
change tyres on a F1 racing car,     
DJ-ing with professionals, abseiling, 
dance demonstrations, practical 
construction skills ,and talks from 
well-known entrepreneurs.  

COLA-I students went along for the 
morning and particularly enjoyed 
getting free manicures from the 

London School of Beauty Therapy, 
as well as taking part in a rowing 
challenge in the sports zone.               

As Liz Blakemore, Connexions PA 
who accompanied a group said, “It 
was a really good day. Students 
learnt loads about colleges and 
companies that take on young 
people—as well as having a good 
time into the bargain.” 

 

 

 

 

Connexions is a service that provides young 
people aged 13-19 years with information, advice 
and practical help with all sorts of things that might 
be affecting them at school, college, work or in 
their personal or family life. They can also provide 
specialist help if needed. 

At COLA-I, Liz Blakemore is the permanent 
Connexions Personal Advisor based in the hub . 

Since September, Liz has been busy helping 
students in all areas of their life, in particular 
ensuring that Year 11s are prepared for the next 
step as they leave the Academy later this year. 

If you would like to speak to Liz about anything in 
confidence, pop into the hub to make an 
appointment. For Year 9, 10 &11 a special drop in 
session is also run on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Year 10 Work Experience 
Year 10 work experience will take place in June for  two 
weeks and we will be working with students over the  
next few months to find placements. 

There will be a full programme of activities to help students 
decide which industry they would like to work in. A range of 
opportunities will be offered at local companies, and we will 
do our best to help find placements to meet everyone’s 
needs. We are also running for the first time international 
work experience in Marseille, France – the first of what is 
hoped to be regular international projects. 

If you are a Year 10 student, now is the time to get your 
thinking caps on and consider the skills you want to learn, 
and the type of industry you are interested in. If you want to 
discuss any ideas, pop in to see Karen Mangan in the hub 
at lunchtime. If you are a local business who can offer a 
placement to any of our students, please get in touch with 
Karen on 0207 226 8611. 

COLA-I Sixth Form 
Despite being nearly two years away, plans are 
already being put in place for the opening of the 
COLA-I Sixth Form in September 2010.  

The Sixth Form will accommodate 125 students and 
will offer fantastic brand new facilities, a wide range of 
courses and unique opportunities such as internships 
with leading City firms. 

Students will be able to apply from September 2009 
and so we will have a busy time getting everything in 
place before then. We would welcome your input, so 
please get in touch with Ms Callender, Vice Principal, if 
you have any ideas. 

Enterprise and 
Careers Support 
@ the hub 
 

COLA-I now has it’s very own 
business, enterprise and 
careers centre where students can drop in to get he lp 
and advice, and use IT facilities for research and 
homework .  
The hub is open every day at lunchtimes and can be 
found in the old library area. Year 7 & 8 students can 
apply for lunch club passes through their tutor, while Year 
9,10 & 11 can drop in during the week depending on 
availability, or make appointments with Liz or Karen.   
The space can also be booked after school by enterprise 
companies for meetings. 
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A Constructive New 
Relationship 
By Alex Michael, MACE Employee Engagement Manager 
 

Mace Group is delighted to have become the City of London Academy 
Islington’s  latest business partner, offering the services of our employees 
to students and staff as part of our community volu nteering programme. 

As an accomplished global consultancy and construction firm, Mace Group has 
been responsible for many high profile projects including the London Eye, British 
Museum Great Court and City Hall, and is currently one third of the delivery 
partner to the London 2012 Olympics, CLM. 

With success comes responsibility and Mace is committed to the principles of 
corporate responsibility (CR). CR at Mace is about the alignment of our business operations with social values. It 
focuses on the financial, environmental and social success of the company with the goal being for Mace to have a 
positive impact on society while achieving these. 

Mace has a great track record with regard to working with schools. Our education sector experience has included a 
number of Building Schools for the Future programmes and we are the construction firm behind Mossbourne and The 
Bridge academies in Hackney and St Mary Magdelene Academy in Islington.  In addition, our employees have also been 
keen to get involved with promoting careers in construction and have delivered many presentations to students and 
attended numerous careers fairs. 

We believe that we can use the wide variety of skills that our people possess to help COLA-I in many areas, whether it 
be through mentoring, work placements or more practical activities.  We’re very much looking forward to being 
challenged by the academy’s students and teachers in 2009 and beyond! 

TAKE TO THE SKIES! 
 

The Academy have recently joined forces with the 
Guild of Air Navigators and Pilots to help students  
understand more 
about careers in 
the air industry—
and learn to fly! 

The Guild is an 
organisation of 
professional air 
pilots and air 
navigators and has 
over 500 members. 

Over the coming months Guild members will be 
volunteering at the Academy on a range of projects. 
Already Year 8 have worked with GAPAN Technical 
Director Christopher Hodgkinson during PAP Day in 
November. They learnt all about Chris’ exciting career 
as a commercial pilot flying all over the world. 

The Guild of Air Pilots Benevolent Fund along with 
Livery Schools Link and British Airways are also 
sponsoring academy students to have a go at gliding at 
the London Gliding Club later in the year. 

The experience will be offered as a competition prize , 
details of which will be announced soon. So if you are 
interested in taking to the skies, watch this space! 

Quick Quotes:  
The best reason to start an organization is to make 
meaning - to create a product or service to make the 
world a better place. Guy Kawasaki, Entrepreneur  

Make Your Mark With a 
Tenner Competition  
 

Every great idea needs capital (money) to get it 
started. With this is mind,  we are running the  
Make Your Mark with a Tenner competition for Year 9 
students. 
£10 will be available as a  loan to any student to fund an 
enterprising idea that will make as much profit and social 
impact over a month.  
You may want to use the money to buy materials to make 
products to sell for charity, or perhaps set up an event 
such as a sports tournament for Academy students and 
staff. The competition will be launched soon in assembly 
by Miss Jones, so 
why not take part 
and make your 
big idea a reality! 

Answers 
Question Page 2: Robert Dyson 

Crossword Page 4:  
Across: 3. Canary; 4.Import; 6.Advertising; 7.Finance;  

8.The Big Issue 
Down: 1.Jay Z; 2.Credit Crunch; 3.Customer; 5.Bank; 

6.Alan 

 

· Are you a student, parent or staff member who 
has a business or community project idea and 

needs help getting started? 
· Are you a parent, local organisation or business 

that could offer support and help to  
the Academy community? 

 
If so, speak to Karen Mangan,  

Enterprise and Community Development Co-ordinator  
in the hub or call 0207 226 8611 
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City Partners : Q & A  
David Cohen 

Name: David Cohen 

Job: Corporate Finance                                               
Consultant  

How are you working with 
COLA-I? 

I am working as a volunteer 
Business Advisor to the Year 
10 Young Enterprise 
Company. I sit in on their 

meetings and help with advice and encouragement.   

Why did you get involved? 

I wanted to pass on the benefit of the experience I 
have gained. As a Corporate Finance Consultant I 
have worked with lots of different companies to raise 
the money they need and to help solve their financial 
problems. I also greatly enjoy working with students 
and seeing them develop their energy and fresh 
ideas - after all, they are the future of this country. 

What have you enjoyed most so far? 

It is very satisfying helping and watching a team get 
its project underway, discussing ideas, dividing 
responsibilities and solving problems.  

What was your favourite subject at school? 

My favourite subject was economics and business 
studies because I realised early on that finance and 
commerce are vital to life and I wanted to understand 
how it works. 

What does ‘Enterprise’ mean to you? 

It is what makes the world go round. It represents 
ideas, originality, initiative, energy, motivation and 
commitment to do something - and to do it as well as 
possible.  

Focus On: Academy Careers  
By Mark Johnstone, Business and Projects Director 

I am sure that when talking to students about life at the Academy you will hear lots of great things a bout the 
teachers of the various subjects that they are stud ying! From time to time however you will also hear some 
names that will be less familiar to you – names of the large number of non-teaching staff at the Acade my who 
are here to provide critical support for the teachi ng and learning on a daily basis. 

These staff fulfil a range of roles - from school office functions such as finance, personnel, attendance and admissions 
to premises management, as well as catering, Teaching Assistants and Learning Mentors. As you can see, there is a 
lot to do at the Academy, and in each issue of City Biz we will aim to give you an insight into these roles. 

Jill Alphonse – Personal Assistant to Vice Principa ls 

“My duties are to provide a fully comprehensive administrative/PA support to the 
Vice Principals. This includes organising and maintaining the Vice Principals’ 
diaries; liaising with staff, parents/carers, the local authority, City University etc; 
prioritising a range of tasks delegated by the Vice Principals, including the typing 
confidential correspondence and reports; and preparing agendas for (and minuting 
of) meetings.   

My position at the COLA-I is a very busy, interesting and varied role.  A completely 
new challenge for me is having to work for three members of the Leadership team 
who are always in and out of the office, teaching in lessons, being on duty in the playground, in and out of meetings - 
as you can see no day remains the same for the Vice Principals!   Whilst my role is very demanding, supporting the 
Vice Principals in giving the best education to students in the Academy is very rewarding!”  

Coming Up  
 
This will be an exciting year as we plan even more 
events as part of the Academy’s new Business and 
Enterprise specialism.  
 
Below is a snapshot of the exciting things 
happening this term. Dates will be confirmed in the  
coming weeks. 
 
 
JANUARY 
· Experience IT event at City University 
· Year 11 Parents Evening Trade Fair 
· YE Company Presentation to Academy Governors 
 
 
FEBRUARY 
· Year 7 Our World Competition Final 
· Valentines Trade Fair 
· Half-Term Business School at MACE Head Office 
· Year 10 Mentoring Programme with Lloyds 
· YE Company Trade Fair at Spitalfields Market 
· Launch of the Student Bank for Y7s 
 
 
MARCH 
· Money Matters Month  

· Working in the City at UBS & Clifford Chance 

· PAP Day Careers and Enterprise activities:  
 - City for a Day   
 - Presenting Yourself Day  
 - Women into Construction Day  
 - Work Experience Preparation  

· YE Company Programme Competitions 
· BP Carbon Challenge 
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Do you find it hard being a 
parent to adolescents? 

Do you worry about them? 

Does it feel like you argue a 
lot? Are you concerned about their 
behaviour?   Would you like to improve your 
relationship? 

Islington CAMHS Education service is running a 
Triple P Positive Parenting Programme for 
parents on Friday mornings at Laycock Street 
PDC, London N1 1TH starting on February 27th 
2009.  We are currently looking for parents to join 
us.   

The group is for parents of teenagers interested in 
thinking about how to get the best from their 
relationship with their teenagers.  

If you are interested in joining the course, we 
would like to meet with you to hear a bit about you 
and your teenager.  This also gives you a chance 
to meet us in person and ask any questions you 
might have.  

Please contact Helen Love or Debbie Gale on        
020 7445 8173 

 

If you would like to promote your business, 
community project or event in  

City Biz, please contact: 
Karen Mangan on 0207 226 8611 

Look out for these Year 10 and 11 Enterprise 
Companies trading in the Academy! 
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Finsbury Arts Festival  
Fri 27 th Feb – Sun 1 st Mar 2009 

 
Events include: 

· Evening Parade 
· Film Festival 
· Art exhibitions and workshops 
· Dance classes 
· Street entertainers 
· Music and comedy performances�
 

www.slpt.org.uk �


